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Lawrence R. Houston 
;ral Counsel 


Director of Cau-ranlcatlons 
: Proposed Reciprocity Legislation 


1. As a result of the Federal Communications Commission's letter 
?f 7 PeD:?uary 1957 which was in reply to a letter froa the Bureau of 
Its Budget requesting the Cereal salon's consents on a draft Mil "to 
•roroo Section *305 of the Cormuai cations Act of 1934, as mended, and 
'or elver purposes " (reciprocity) eubin^ttcd by the Department of State, 


a meeting with 


the staff of the F.C.C.' was held in the office of 


ron earner 


tenoral Counsel, on 14 ‘march 1957* 


2. present frem the State t-cpartirent ware Mr. T-3. Entes, Assist- 
>nt Secretary uf State, Hr. T.RVF. Hesbftt, Hr . R.G. Kroerj frea the 
;cr„tval Intelligence Agency,- [ I from the Federal Cos- 


Ications C 




cion, Hr, 


TcTiard Solomon, Hr. Albert 


3 h end Mr. KlUiora Vatkins. the discussion was opened by 


Has or 


;t who stated that the State- Dcaartr-ent considered the F.C.C. 


letter in its nresent form unfavorable, particularly in view of the 


the Budget would likely ascribe to the 


v: 


the F.C.C. It was further poiatei 


5. out that sane of the 


E.sorrrotions noon which the F.C C. letter was based were erroneous. 


25X.1A 


3. Hr. listen informed the Cosrdssion representatives of the 
importance to the State Department of the ability to maintain rapid, 
eecu-o ceia-xthiicaticm with its representatives overseas at all tir.es 
hand cited the serious view of this matter taken by the Secretary of 
•'./bate end by Hr. Henderson. He cited several instances, particularly 
the recent situation during the revolt in Budapest, in which the 
'.’..xhiteaciice of reliable communications was 00 vital to American 
incorosts. 


the 




h. Hr. Belter said that F.C.C. was in no position to pass upon 
necessity of the requested facilities, and it had been the- Cess- 
ion* a intention to avoid asking such an evaluation in its letter, 
vor, the Censission believed it was its responsibility to point 
•the ramifications which granting of reciprocal privileges to 
iga missions in the United States might have. The Department* s 
oueatativea pointed out that in their opinion the letter had gone 
ng way toward expressing such an evaluation in the statement. 


f; . 

State & OGC reviews completed. On file FCC, Commerce release instructions apply. 
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:.'CC; 


problems, in our opinion, aro of such mafgultude that vo are 
tv‘c tills title to support the proposed legislation.’ 

,\:/ter come discussion it n scared to be the concensus of opinion 


.ilonal paper or a stiodifi cation of the 


lot 


under discussion 


uirod. Considerable discussion regarding specific areas ex' 
t Kilsundorstandins and erroneous assumptions upon which the Cam- 
's letter vus based ensued, and it was agreed that representatives 


••oncics vould r.ieot and iron out the apparent Elsuad erstand- 


that after agreement w 


reached at the forking level 




m 

t 

:-:o: 


3 icn of the Commission's letter could be ssade or the F.C.C. would 
on amending letter based upon the understanding arrived at by 
kins srouT). 
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c 


A v' . Vm* k - - -- 

on the £./iI. of I birch pur si 
coding paragraph. Present wo 
cnon of F.C .C., fir. T.E.E. he 
nt a: 


of the* Department of State, C.2.A. and F.C.C. 

' ,J -' - — td to in the 


up. 

of 


, s r , ... 

'■» C.hr> 


agreement rei o 

[?. vlillicxi v, thin:; and hr. Richard 
•sbitt and Kr» R.6. Jussor of tne Ctate 
of CM. A. A lengthy discussion based 
ensued which served to clarify the position 


tu. 

r ■ . 

v t - — 

fVf 

Vv VV- ... 


the State Department on the ratter of reciprocity. Ehe attached 
...its ore tied to the paragraphs of the F-C.C. letter of 7 February 
v. She meeting closed with an agreement that the Department of State 
Id prepare c, letter to the Cl-nixiasn. of the Federal Co&munl cations 
ulssioa clarifying its position, along the lines of the attached 
bo and requesting that the jsstter be considered further by the 
aiosion* The Denartnent of State is presently preparing such a letter. 


A v iidCi..' .1 it 
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PTJtsb 

Dist: Orig & 1 - Addressee 

1 - SA/lIAL Chrono (Reciprocity) 
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G eneral CV:n- .at - Official mission is Embassy or Legation in Washington only. 


4, p. 1 


r--r. 5* P * 2 


- Foreign missions would suggest frequencies (to State, etc, } 
if possible from their own complements normally used by their 
national service for approval of U.S. all 113 but in any case 
subject to U.S. priorities. 

This works well in | ] other similarly congested pIggKSfA 


- State will not attempt - it will within limitations such as 


frequency use, power, quality of transmitter, hours of operation 
and adherence to FCC standards. U.S. achieving dependable 
operation on ICO watts 


25X1A 


Par. 6, p.2 

Par. 7, p. 293 
par. 8, p.3 


Matters of interference between stations of foreign missions 
will be resolved by the Department on basis of priority of operation. 

- See paragraph 4 above.* Complements of frequencies per se 

not factual. - y 

- Same as paragraph 4 reply. 

- No domestic operation -from Washington only. 


Par. 9, P-3 
? a r. 10, p.3 

par. 11, p,4 


Par. 12, p.4 


Par. 13, p.5 

Par. 14, p.5 


- Washington Embassy and Legation only. 

- Will write in agreement compliance with Conelrad. Would 
provide better control of unfriendly missions. 

- Highly specialized, limited, low capacity (volume) selected 
service. We have no desire to open up Western Europe. CourpanieggxiA 
all making money at this time. 


- Tills type of nonitering should be done now. 


Will insist in agreement that equipment meet our (FCC) 
standards . 

- Agree, of course. 

- Draft interagency agreement will set forth limitations. 
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Cf facial mission is Eabassy or Legation ia Washington only. 


„ yoroifm missions would suggest frequencies (to £.4100, CkC* ) 
if possible iron their oiTn co^plescats norr.iaX.iy ua<.d jy tnwxr 
national service for approval ox u«S« nil dull but in any cn^o 
subject to U.S* priorities. 
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H 0. K 


. state will not attempt - it will within limitations such as 
frequency use, power* quality of transmitter, hours ex operation 

25X1 A 

and adherence to FCC standards. U.S'. achieving dependable 

operation on 100 watts 

Hatters of interference between stations of foreign missions 
will be resolved by t!» Beparfcnsab on basis of priority of operation. 


• See pars 


not factual. 


.ph k above. 


Complements of frequencies per se 


:r . 7, p. 293 » Sane as paragraph a rep 


go domestic operation fr«3i Washington only* 


w O r’i ^ 

x i. ..., « s Q ' &■'+ <*? 


Washington Sabassy and legation only. 


10 a p> 3 * Will write ia agreement compliance with Consir&i. Would 

provide hotter control of unfriendly missions. 

il , k - Highly specialised, limited, lew capacity (volume) selected 
service* Wo have no desire to open up Western Europe. Companies 
all making money at this ttee* 
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Will insist in agysaaeat that cqalpasat sect cur (FCO) 
standards. 


25X1A 


13. p. 5> • Afsreo. of course. 

- i i ’ i KJO. .>«jwra.-g.>«r 


Pur . $ - Draft interagency agreement uriOJL sot forth limitations. 
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